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“Multiple Rulers Used in One Place”
—Recent Research on the Traditional Construction Ruler
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Abstract: Knowing the historical way of measuring is
crucial for the success of any study on traditional Chinese
construction; and knowing the standard ruler-length is a
prerequisite to study historical measurement techniques.
This paper discusses three basic ways to obtain the ruler-
length and investigates the phenomenon of “multiple
rulers used in one place” from the perspective of
village construction. The paper then identifies two
main approaches to the use of the construction ruler:
using whole numbers, or rounding the numbers (yabai
technique).

Keywords: standard ruler; village ruler; ruler length; ruler
system
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